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Gupta: Editor’s Introduction

Editor’s Introduction
Gopal Gupta
University of Evansville
Greetings All,
I wish you a blessed Thanksgiving and a happy
Diwali.
I am delighted to inform you that Volume 33
of the Journal of Hindu-Christian Studies is
available online (digitalcommons.butler.edu/
jhcs/vol32/iss1/). Due to the COVID-19
situation, we will not be able to print or mail
hard-copies of this volume immediately, but
they will be made available in due course.
There have been sweeping protests in the
United States and the world in the wake of the
recent police murder of George Floyd. In this
moment of crisis, the leadership of the Society
for Hindu-Christian Studies could not remain
silent. On June 12th, 2020, the Society released a
statement wholeheartedly supporting our
African-American brothers and sisters as they
seek justice against the racist polices that
continue to oppress them and to redouble our
efforts against all forms of oppression—racism,
casteism, and religious chauvinism—in ways
appropriate to an academic society. This volume
begins with this statement and features four
insightful reflections by Frank Clooney, Laurie
Patton, Rita Sherma and Claire Robison. These
essays take this statement to heart and raise
pertinent questions.
Two articles presented in this volume are
expansions of the papers delivered at a panel at
the annual meeting of the Society for Hindu-

Christian Studies in November of 2019. The
theme of that panel was to discuss the
intersection of Hindu-Christian comparative
theology and religious pluralism, and it was the
cause of a lively discussion at our meeting.
In the first paper, Reid B. Locklin explores
Pope Francis’s call for the cultivation of a
“healthy pluralism” that resists liberal tolerance
and embraces authentic difference. He proposes
that Francis offers a practical, political vision of
“reconciled diversity” and “polyhedral” unity
that resonates fruitfully with the “deep
pluralism” of William Connolly, particularly in
the latter’s strategic decision to locate the
“depth” of one’s pluralism less in philosophical
or theological principles than in character,
disposition and embodied habit. As a distinctive
form of such deep pluralism, Locklin argues
Pope Francis’s vision of “polyhedral pluralism”
can offer a useful framework for engaging the
legacy of founding figures of Hindu-Christian
Studies, such as Swami Vivekananda, as well as
contested questions of religious conversion. It
also recommends a distinctive approach to the
discipline itself, one that advances a pluralist
agenda through practices of respectful, unitive
struggle, rather than through the formulation of
grand theories.
The second paper, by Kalpesh Bhatt,
examines the role profound spiritual
experiences can have in deepening religious
pluralism, encouraging mutual understanding,
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and developing harmonious relations with
religious others. Taking seriously the religious
and spiritual experiences people report, Bhatt
argues that such an experiential depth helps
overcome external divisions through internal
reflections. As a case study, he explores a HinduMuslim relationship between Pramukh Swami
Maharaj, a Hindu monastic-guru, and Dr. APJ
Abdul Kalam, a devout practicing Muslim,
through S. Mark Heim’s trinitarian theology of
religions. Building on this comparative
theological study, he shows that experiential
depth attained and maintained through close
relationships and open dialogue fosters
energetic engagement with religious diversity.
In the third paper, Akshay Gupta examines
aspects of a Caitanya Vaiṣṇava theological
framework that can be conceptualized in
conversation with Christian theological
counterparts.
By illustrating certain parities between the
theological frameworks of Caitanya Vaiṣṇavism
and Christianity, Gupta aims to pave the way for
further comparative theological dialogue
between these two religious traditions. He
proposes that Caitanya Vaiṣṇavism’s theological
framework enables the tradition to become a
suitable dialogical partner to Christianity in
comparative theodicy and can be helpful for
refining the comparative theodical exchanges
between Caitanya Vaiṣṇavism and Christianity.
The fourth paper by Shashank Rao examines
selected verses from the Īśavāsya Upaniṣad and
aims to locate the theology of Advaita Vedānta
in Hindu-American and Asian-American
contexts. Rao puts the works of Anantanand
Rambachan, Peter Phan and James Cone into
conversation in order to refine our
understanding of liberation theology and to
dialogue with Christianity. Rao feels both tasks
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are important first steps in developing a Hindu
diaspora theology of liberation.
In the fifth paper, JaeGil Lee explores Hindu
Swami Satyananda’s influence on John Main’s
Christian Meditation. Main claimed The
Conferences of John Cassian as the primary source
of Christian Meditation. Through a comparative
analysis, this paper examines the writings of
Main in relation to both The Conferences and
Satyananda’s meditation and general Hindu
mantra meditation. The comparative study
reveals certain differences between Main’s and
Cassian’s contemplative prayer forms. By
showing the parallels and correspondences
between a Hindu mantra meditation taught by
Satyananda and Christian Meditation, this paper
claims the latter to be a product of interreligious
dialogue/practice—a creative integration of
Christian contemplative prayer and Hindu
mantra meditation, rather than simply a
discovery of a lost contemplative practice,
rooted in the Christian mystical tradition. It
illuminates John Main’s role as a pioneer of
Christian-Hindu dialogue at the level of
religious experience and practice.
In the sixth paper, Ronald Huggins argues
that the Herod-like “massacre of the innocents”
of infants up to ten days old contemplated by
Kaṁsa and his ministers in the Bhāgavata
Purāṇa book 10, is not, as Ramakrishna Gopal
Bhandarker and other early Indologists
suggested, due to the influence of Christianity.
Rather, it is most likely a later embellishment on
the developing story of Kaṁsa’s consultation
with his ministers. Huggins believes that the
story of Kaṁsa’s consultation with his ministers
originally arose as a response to the goddess
telling him that his killer had already been born,
a detail not present in certain early accounts. It
may have also served in the Bhāgavata Purāṇa
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as a plot-enhancement innovation extending
the shadow of Kaṁsa’s menacing presence over
the entire period of Kṛṣṇa’s youth.
This issue of the JHCS welcomes its new
book review editor, Daniel J. Soars. Soars teaches
at the Divinity Department at Eton College. He
completed his PhD in Comparative Theology at
the University of Cambridge in 2019. His thesis,
entitled ‘Beyond the Dualism of Creature and
Creator’ is a Hindu-Christian comparative
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enquiry into the distinctive relation between
the world and God, with a particular focus on the
work of Sara Grant and the earlier Calcutta
School, and their attempts to bring Thomism
into conversation with Advaita Vedānta. In this
volume, you will also find reviews of six new
books in the area of Hindu-Christian Studies.
Gopal Gupta
University of Evansville
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